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drawn, we can vote in the primaries, but unless it's

statewide or federal, we have no voice.

And in terms of Flagstaff being too young for

everybody else, there are almost 30,000 students at NAU.

That's going to skew anything, and I'm sure ASU and the

University of Arizona skew those figures as well.

I know this hasn't been easy.  I know you're

very, very tired.  We appreciate that.  We are, also.  I

just hope we're being heard.  What frightens me is the

thought of this not being changed and inheriting a

situation with a Congressperson we have no respect for.

His own family dislikes him.  They take out ads against

him.

We want to be with Flagstaff and the Verde

Valley because that is our community of interest.  That's

where we go.  That's where they care for us and we care

for them.  So, please -- map drawing was for everybody.

As I recall, anyone who wanted --

That is enough to scare you.

(Applause.)

SPEAKER FERREIRA:   Hi.  My name is Ellen

Ferreira.  I'm a resident of Sedona.  Are you familiar

with Sisyphus?  Sisyphus is a Greek myth -- in Greek

mythology.  He received a punishment of eternally rolling

a boulder up a hill, never to reach the top.
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That is what the proposed maps for LD-5 and

LD-7 represent to the minority parties.  A lost cause.

Why should people vote when their leaders are

preordained, not elected?

Prop 106 says to the extent practicable,

competitive districts should be favored.

By whose definition would a nearly 30 percent

to 50 percent point advantage by one party be deemed

competitive?  It's not a fair fight.  The lopsided

advantage results in a one-party system where a minority

party has difficulty even fielding candidates.

Why would somebody spend years of their lives

campaigning across a giant district, knowing that the

cards were so stacked against them, knowing that their

opponent would probably glide to victory, with little or

no effort; that their opponent has little to no incentive

to listen to opposing viewpoints because subsequent

victories are virtually assured; little or no incentive

to seek moderation because they have unbridled power to

do what they want with little or no consequences?  

Communities of interest can be debated.

Competitiveness cannot.  The this -- you were right.  The

thesaurus has several synonyms for words -- the word

unfair:  Arbitrary, biased, cruel, discriminatory,

dishonest, unprincipled, one-sided, partisan, unsporting,
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crooked, wrong.  Thank you.

SPEAKER JOHNSON:   Hello.  My name is Linda

Johnson, and I live in the Village of Oak Creek.

I support the maps proposed by the Coconino

County Board of Supervisors submitted on 10-26, LDF-050

and 051, and endorsed by the city council -- the Sedona

city council in their letter of October 27.

When I moved to Arizona, I was very impressed

by the permanent early voting law, the PEVL.  It said to

me, as a new resident, welcome, and we want you to vote.

Made it very clear.

Democracies require an engaged voting public to

be successful.  This Commission has a huge impact on

voter engagement.  Again, Arizona has been so smart in

creating this process in which we are currently engaged,

but I fear your map reeks of partisanship.  I urge you to

please reconsider the current proposed design.

When I look at the proposed map, the first

thing I notice is that you've split Sedona into two

separate districts.  Everybody's talked about it tonight.

I cannot help but wonder why you would divide a town of

10,000 people, highly-educated, highly-engaged voters

into two separate districts.  What's the point?  You're

driving a wedge into the community.

Gerrymandering destroys voter engagement.  I
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saw it where I lived before.  I feel very strongly about

this.  I lived it.  It drives corruption.

Four out of the last seven governors in my

former state went to prison, and I cannot even begin to

count the number of crooked legislators.  It destroyed an

entire political party.  Voter turnout was low.

In a fast-growing state like Arizona,

gerrymandered districts are an invitation to corruption

and malfeasance.  They encourage political extremism.  We

cannot have it here.  Thank you.

(Applause.)

SPEAKER EMERSON:   Hi.  Anne Emerson, Sedona,

Arizona.

I'm going to just echo a lot of what you've

heard tonight, probably a majority of the voices.

I've lived in Sedona since 1986.  In 1988, I

was part of the majority that voted to incorporate Sedona

so that we could operate as a unified community.

The map that's being proposed at this juncture

splits Sedona along county lines, once again creating a

divided entity.  The residents didn't want this in 1988,

and we certainly don't want it now.  We want to be

aligned with our communities of interest, which is the

Verde Valley and Flagstaff, as you've heard over and over

and over again.
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The one thing I want to say is Arizona is now a

competitive state on the federal level.  Our state

governance and legislatures should reflect that as well.

The one thing I'd like to say is please, in the

spirit of independence, support the competitive needs in

our state.  And, hopefully, you haven't made up your

minds and truly listen to us.  The citizens -- to -- our

needs as citizens to protect our fragile democracy.

Because what we're doing right now, all of us in this

room, is democracy at work.  It's mind-numbing and

exciting.  And God bless us all for staying here this

late.  Thank you.

(Applause.)

SPEAKER IMMERSO:   Good evening.  My name is

Sandy Immerso.  I am speaking for Pat Corrington, who,

unfortunately, is not feeling well and could not make it.

Because of the decisions you're about to make

will impact our lives for many years to come, we who live

in the northern section of Sedona feel our hearts have

been broken.

My husband and I live in what is casually

called uptown in Sedona.  This refers to the area which

is first encountered when coming down Oak Creek Canyon

from Flagstaff.  We live in the area where Sedona was

first settled and the town developed.
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Now, with the redist -- redistricting, our part

of Sedona, the original Sedona, is being ripped away from

the rest of our community, being placed with communities

with whom we have nothing in common.  Our friends, our

clubs and organizations, our places of worship, are all

part of the entire Sedona, and we will no longer be a

part of that community.

Issues at the state level that affect our

community will not be viable points of discussion and

voting.  As a tourist community, our needs and concerns

are different from those of other rural districts.

Our identity is with Sedona.  We will have no

voice in the governance of the area in which we live.

Please consider our unique situation and move us back

with the rest of our community.

The map recommended by the Coconino Board of

Supervisors, LDF-50 and L -- and 51 would be our

preference and would be more fair to these

disenfranchised members of the Sedona community.  Thank

you.

(Applause.)

SPEAKER FRIEDMAN:   Hi.  My name is Toby

Friedman, and I have been a resident of Sedona for over

20 years.

I live in Yavapai County LD-6, CD-1 in northern
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Arizona.  I'm also a precinct captain.  The reason I

mention that I'm a precinct captain is because being one

meant that I did not qualify to apply for the 2021

Independent Redistricting Commission.  Otherwise, I might

have been chosen and serving with you.

I wanted to be on the Commission because I'm a

hard worker and I'm always interested in supporting the

people of Arizona.  I would have worked hard to make sure

that our new legislative districts were chosen as

communities of interest.  I would have worked hard to

make sure that they were not gerrymandered.  I would have

worked hard to make sure that they met the standards of

the Voting Rights Act.

But, most of all, I would have worked hard to

make sure that each district met the standard of

competitiveness so that every citizen's voice would have

been heard at the ballot.

If I were on the Commission, I would have not

voted for your LD-5 and LD-7 maps.  They're not

competitive.  You may have noticed that.

A legislative district is supposed to be

between four and seven percent competitive.  Those maps

are 23 percent competitive.  One side is always going to

win an election.  The other side is never going to win an

election.  And that will happen for the next 10 years.
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There are some alternative maps,

LDF-050/LDF-051, which aren't exactly as I would have

drawn them, but at least they are competitive.  

I could not apply to join your Commission, so

I'm asking that you represent me and the people of

Sedona, the Verde Valley, and Flagstaff with competitive

maps.  Thank you for hearing our voices.

(Applause.)

SPEAKER DUNST:   Good evening, IRC members.  I

want to thank you for seeing us and for listening

tonight.  I know that we're all tired here.  I -- my name

is Nancy Robb Dunst.  I live in Sedona, Arizona.  I've

lived here for 27 years.  And I'm an artist, an activist

and an educator, and I have lived in Arizona for more

than 60 years.

I am against the district map that you are

designing.  Currently, you have created three

non-competitive districts in northern Arizona.  You can't

stay non-competitive -- as non-competitive districts

because it's not legal.

So our -- our preference is to keep the Verde

Valley and Sedona aligned with Flagstaff, and here's why.

In regard to community interests, we Sedonans

don't go to Prescott.  We either shop in Flagstaff or

Cottonwood, but not Prescott.  For education, we go to
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Clarkdale, Sedona or Flagstaff, but not Prescott.  For

medical, we go to Cottonwood, Sedona or Flagstaff, but

not Prescott.  Most of us shop, eat, attend and share

cultural events and medical issues in Flagstaff, not

Prescott.

In my 27 years that I have lived here in

Sedona, would you like to guess how many times I've been

to Prescott?  Twice.  That's it.  Thank you.

(Applause.)

SPEAKER GOULD:   I'm Sue Gould.  

I respectfully submit that the Commissioners

have failed to create competitive legislative districts

in northern Arizona, as you've been hearing all night.

Instead, the proposed maps for LD-5, 6 and 7 have created

two districts, with a nearly 30 percent advantage to one

party, and one district with a 42 percent advantage to

one party.

These are safe districts where voters of the

disadvantaged party hardly have any incentive to put

forth a candidate guaranteed to lose an election, or any

incentive to vote in an election when there is nobody

running whom these voters can support.  

In addition, as a 23-year resident of Sedona,

I'm horrified to see our small community of about 10,000

residents split into two legislative districts with whom
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we share little to no communities of interest.

I live in the Coconino part of Sedona, yet

hardly know, as I drive around town, whether I'm in

Coconino or Yavapai County, which is true for about 99

percent of the people who live in Sedona, I would guess.

Yet, we are under a single city government and city

council dealing with our mutual concerns about traffic

problems, the lack of affordable housing for our service

employees, and many, many other issues.

The proposed LD-5 and LD-7 district maps

connect us to communities hundreds of miles away from the

issues of Sedona.  We don't shop in those areas.  We

don't recreate there.  Our hospital and medical

professionals aren't located there, among many other

dissimilarities.  There is zero chance that any

legislator representing us in those proposed legislative

districts will have any reason to care about the needs of

a piece of Sedona with about 2,400 residents.

I urge the Commissioners to reconsider their

very unfair proposed maps, reject their lack of

communities of interest -- thank you.

SPEAKER COSENTINO:   My name is Angelica

Cosentino.  I live in Cottonwood, Arizona.

I also am in favor of LD-050 and 051.  I was

born in Cottonwood, and I've lived in the Verde Valley
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most of my life.  I attended school in Sedona, high

school, as well as in Cottonwood.  I graduated in 2001.

The years I attended both schools, I had

countless classmates at each school who were not only

close friends, but we participated in community events

together such as team forums where we made our voices

heard in our community.

In middle school and high school, our sports

teams played primarily with the Coconino county schools.

I attended Yavapai College in Clarkdale and, as well as

the classes that that college holds at a Sedona campus

and the high school in Cottonwood.  And, of course,

countless classmates of mine went on to Flagstaff to

attend the closest state university, NAU.

The communities of Flagstaff, Sedona and

Cottonwood all -- we do share a rich history.  The Verde

Valley has always had a community of interest independent

of Prescott and Prescott Valley.

Yavapai County has a growing population, the

largest growth rate in northern Arizona.  With a county

that large, we need more representation, not less.

Something we would not get with the current proposed maps

that would cut our representation in half.

County lines do not represent communities of

interest.  We need competitive districts that encourage
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participation, civic engagement from voters, and where

independent voters will have more impact.  A competitive

district will also ensure legislators listen and respond

to all its constituents.  Thank you.

(Applause.)

SPEAKER MACEK:   Good evening.  My name is

Marlene Macek, and I live in the Village of Oak Creek,

one of the unincorporated Verde Valley communities.

I am thankful for the proposed draft maps for

LD-5 and CD-2.  The Commissioners listened to our

communities of interest, and they got it right.

My only ask is that the City of Sedona is kept

in one district, and that is LD District 5.  This would

keep our Verde Valley communities of interest together.

Counties should be kept together whenever

possible.  Prescott is the center of Yavapai County

government.  County government provides unincorporated

communities, like the Village of Oak Creek, with road

maintenance, law enforcement, planning and zoning, and

other authoritative needs.  Dividing the county on these

issues at the legislative level will dilute any

reasonable solutions to problems requiring the need of a

state response.

The Verde Valley communities are better

together with Prescott.  The median age in the Village of
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Oak Creek is 63 years, and in Sedona it's 61.  In

Prescott, the median age is 58 years.

Compare that with Flagstaff, where the median

age is 25 years.  That is a huge difference.  In

addition, 42.2 percent of the population of the Village

of Oak Creek is over 65 years old.  In Sedona, it's 42.

in Prescott, that percentage is 37.3.  But in Flagstaff,

it is only 8.4 percent.  Again, a huge difference.

Whatever way you look at it, we are better

together with Prescott.

I sincerely thank the members of this

Commission for their efforts in maintaining our

communities of interest and respecting our county

boundaries, which are two elements of the redistricting

criteria in the Arizona Constitution.  Your -- thank you.

MS. CAMACHO:   And we have the next group of

speakers.  And this may be the final group of speakers.

If you don't hear your name called at this point, please

come see me.  And if you hadn't filled out a card or you

thought you did, we can take care of that.

The first speaker will be Mary Kokula, followed

by Margaret Connery.  Then the third speaker is Diane

Lenz.  Fourth speaker is Howell Usher.  The fifth speaker

is Bill Feldmeier.  Sixth speaker is Peggy Chaikin.

Seventh speaker is James Warren.  Eighth speaker is Jerry
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Martin.  Ninth speaker is James Aerdole, and then the

final speaker is John Mitchell.

SPEAKER KOKULA:   I am Mary Kokula, and I am

reading a letter on behalf of Jack Fine of Sedona.

I moved to Arizona in 1971 and have lived and

worked throughout the state since that time.  Getting

acquainted with the demographics, social and political

forces, economics, workforce and employment and physical

influences have been important elements of my work.

My wife and I purchased our home in Sedona in

2013 and retired here in 2016.  Although changing

somewhat over time, most similar influence for the city

remain within the Verde Valley, including the Village of

Oak Creek.

Under the presumption that the Commission is in

fact independent, I am shocked that our property would be

included within the legislative district that also

includes Payson.  Meanwhile, west Sedona and the Village

of Oak Creek would fall within the legislative boundaries

of -- with the City of Prescott.

Dividing our city and including the

(indiscernible) with cities that share few, if any,

similar influence seem not only partisan but also

punitive.  Since 2018, the state has taken away our home

rule.  Our neighborhoods have been wrecked by the Senate
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Bill thirty -- 1350, and now the AIRC is recommending

splitting us between two separate legislative districts.

For the sake of the full-time residents of

Sedona, please consider a revision that keeps Sedona all

together, along with our Verde Valley influences.  Thank

you.

(Applause.)

SPEAKER CONNERY:   Good evening.  My name is

Margaret Connery, and I live in the Village of Oak Creek.

But, you know, when I get my mail at my house,

it has a Sedona address.  My driver's license has a

Sedona address on it.  I identify with the city of

Sedona.  The Village of Oak Creek, Sedona, west Sedona,

we are a community.  We are a community of interests.

And we share interests related to development,

self-government, preserving our natural resources, caring

for our climate and maintaining an economy that's based

on tourism.

Not Prescott.  Prescott does not share these

interests with us.  Yet, you propose to put the Village

of Oak Creek in west Sedona in a district with Prescott.

A district that has a 30-point majority of one party.

Any -- any vote from a Democrat or Independent or any

other minority party will be washed out.  Invalidated.

People from not-the-majority party in Prescott will be
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basically disenfranchised.  Basically, no need to vote

for the next 10 years.

What we need is competitive districts.

Districts that work toward that five percent guideline

that you have set.

I urge you to adopt LDF Maps 50 and 51 as

endorsed by the Sedona city council and Flagstaff, and

many of the elected officials that you've heard here

today.  Preserve our competitive -- maintain a

competitive district, preserve our community interests,

and make my vote count.  Thank you.

(Applause.)

SPEAKER LENZ:   My name is Diane Lenz.  I'm a

resident of Clarkdale.  And I thank the Commission for

coming to the Verde Valley.

My economic, employment, medical, cultural, and

cultural community of interest includes the Verde Valley,

Sedona, Flagstaff, and the tribal nations of northern

Arizona where I've worked my whole career.

My request right up front is that the

Commission adopt the proposed Navajo Nation Congressional

District Map CDF-10 and the proposed Coconino County

Supervisors maps of the Legislative District Maps LDF-50

and 51.

Yavapai County has the largest growth rate in
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northern Arizona.  The current

keep-Yavapai-County-together maps have a negative impact

on my declared community of interest and, more

importantly, they actually cut in half governmental

representation for all Yavapai County.  They cut from --

we lose two federal representatives and -- or we have

currently two federal representatives and six state

legislators that represent the county as a whole.

What we would end up with is one congressional

representative and three state legislators to represent,

again, all of Yavapai County.

More representation results in more opportunity

for more issues to be heard from more different

perspectives.  As established by Proposition 106, the

Independent Redistricting Commission is mandated to adopt

fair, competitive congressional and legislative districts

that respect communities of interest.  The current

proposed maps for the Verde Valley do not fulfill either

the intent or the spirit of the proposition.  Thank you.

(Applause.)

SPEAKER USHER:   You folks have a daunting task

without possibility of pleasing everyone.  Thank you for

your service, and good luck.

I am a Democrat but have voted Republican based

on the candidate -- candidates' views in the past.  My
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name is Howie Usher.  I have been a resident of the Verde

Valley since 1988.  And as of 1992, my wife and I have

been residents, homeowners, and voters in Clarkdale here

in the Verde Valley.

I came here to teach science at Mingus Union

High School, which I did for 25 years.  I'm here tonight

to support fair and competitive districting, particularly

LDF Maps 50 and 51, and CDF Map 10.

One of your guidelines, competitiveness, does

not mean partisan.  Quite the contrary.  As established

by Prop 106, the IRC is mandated to adopt fair and

competitive legislative districts.  Alas, a significant

number of the IRC proposed maps are neither.

I support Maps LDF-50 and 51, as well as Maps

CDF-10 for three reasons:  They are fair and competitive;

they encourage candidates to pay attention to all of

their constituents of all parties; they also encourage

voters of all parties to participate in the democratic

process.

A significant number of the IRC maps are

neither fair nor competitive and, therefore, fail to

succeed in any of the above.  I urge competive --

competitiveness and fairness in redistricting as mandated

by Prop 106.  Please support and adopt Maps LDF-50 and

51, as well as CDF-10, all fair and competitive
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districts.  Thank you for your service.

(Applause.)

SPEAKER FELDMEIER:   Usually, when you say good

night, you go to bed.  So I'll say it's not good night

yet, but good evening still.

My name is Bill Feldmeier, and I'm from Camp

Verde.  I've been here all evening, like you have, and I

want -- wanted you to know that I am completely -- I came

here completely comfortable with your -- your District 5

configuration that you have put forth.

But -- because there's always a but somewhere

along the line, with commas -- after listening to the

numerous folks from Sedona about their bifurcation, I

think they've got a point.  I really feel like -- that

they ought to be combined.  

The other part of the but is that if, if they

feel so compelled to, to be together and to move into the

Flagstaff area district, I say let them have at it.

But -- and, and you -- if you can, try and accommodate

that wish of theirs.

But, I don't want them speaking for me in Camp

Verde, or the folks that I know in Camp Verde.  We want

to stay rural.  And we're certainly comfortable in

District 5, as, as you have -- you have indicated today.

And with that, I'll say good night.
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UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:   Good evening.  Thank

you for staying with us tonight, and I hope you have a

good trip back wherever you're going.  I appreciate all

your diligence with this.  I know you can't please

everyone.

I am a long-term resident of the Verde Valley

region.  I've lived in Cottonwood, I've lived in

Clarkdale.  I taught in Camp Verde.  I've lived in

Flagstaff, and now I live in Sedona.  Over the last 50

years.

My community of interest is the community that

is working towards solutions for the climate and housing

problems that are pressing on our residents and workforce

in the Verde Valley-Flagstaff region.  We need

representation that will reflect the values of

conservation with great respect for land and vital

resources.

The competitiveness of our present district as

drawn on these maps has given us no -- no balance.  What

we have right now with our representative is a moderate

public servant who is responsive to these needs for a

full range of the constituents.

The draft maps which splits Sedona and

gerrymander our district of northern Arizona do not

fulfill the mandate of Proposition 106.  They are way out
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of range of competitiveness.

You must be tired of hearing that word.  But,

it might take you to court if you don't get in alignment

with it.

Please respect the needs of the people in our

area so that the leaders will be responsive to community

needs and not spend their time perpetuating party

divides.  Flagstaff, Sedona and the Verde Valley share a

common interest in the issue of water conservation.

While Flagstaff, Sedona and the Verde Valley workers and

residents are forced by their legislature --

SPEAKER WARREN:   Good evening.  It's almost

over.

I'm James Warren.  I live here in Cottonwood.

We've been residents here now for almost 12 years.

Started coming here nearly 20 years ago.  I'm a veteran,

and on November 11th, I celebrated with many other

veterans by taking our classic car with my wife to

Prescott and participating in the parade.

We're in Prescott very often.  I'm a member of

an organization over there; and we go over there

sometimes to dine, but certainly to shop.

I feel somewhat bad for the people of Sedona

who have never been in a Costco or never been in a Lowes,

because you've got to go over to Prescott to get in one
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of those stores.  But, maybe they'll find their way at

some point.

On the, the issue of Flagstaff.  My grandson

graduated high school a couple years ago.  He's now a

senior in college.  Going up to Flagstaff is reminiscent

of the party that my daughter threw for him with his high

school roommates -- or classmates, I should say.  It's a

totally -- totally alien society from what we have here

in Verde Valley.  And I'm very comfortable here with my

peer group.

I was a different person when I went in the

service.  I was a different person when I was a young

parent, and I was a different person when I was a vice

president in a corporate environment.  And when I

finished my career running IT at a community college, I

was a mature person.  Hopefully, that's what I am now,

although my wife might dispute that.

But, I like this community.  I'm very

comfortable in this community.  And I'm comfortable in

Sedona or, or Prescott.  Thank you.

SPEAKER MARTIN:   We always -- hello.  We

always save the best for last; is that not right?

And to your question, I don't think it was

anything to do with Native Americans.  And, certainly, I

didn't take it that way.  But what I do think the meaning
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was, the transplants that have been invading Arizona.

That's my opinion.

Now, first of all, my name is Jerry Geronimo

Martin.  I am the great-great-grandson of the legendary

Geronimo of Arizona.  I live in Camp Verde, as opposed to

in the San Carlos reservation, by choice, and I am here

to say that what is going on with this new districting

should -- it's already been done 10 years ago.  Why are

we trying to reinvent the wheel?

Well, I can tell you why.  Because this is not

only going on here in Arizona, it's going on in Ohio.

It's going on in Indiana.  It's going on in Virginia.

We are aware of what's going on, and this talk

of a competitiveness, if Arizona didn't have a

competitiveness, how did we move from Trump to Biden?  It

doesn't make any sense.  And having your neighbor be in

one party and the other party, no matter how many people

you put in a tent, when they come out and vote, the

number's going to be the same whether they're in one tent

or another, because it all goes into the big pot.  Okay?

You know?

So, the next thing I got to say is that, number

one, most important, especially to myself, my ancestry.

Sedona is the Apache holy grounds.  Just like to the

Israelites, Mt. Sinai is their holy ground.  Don't divide
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it.

(Applause.)

MS. CAMACHO:   Thank you.  Thank you.  Right

now, that concludes our speakers.  Is there anyone that

put in a card to speak that we have not called?

That concludes the speakers in Cottonwood.

Thank you.

COMMISSIONER LERNER:   I want to thank you all

for being here.  This was a great example of democracy in

action.  Please keep engaged.  And with that, we will

adjourn.

(Whereupon the meeting concludes at 10:17 p.m.)

*This transcript represents an unofficial

record.  Please consult the accompanying video for the

official record of IRC proceedings.
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